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Announcements 
 
Popular and News Media Coverage: 

• Comedian Francesca Fiorentini with a public health roundup on YouTube, 
mentioning PMC late in the clip: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhr6Kwgrnhs 

• Back-to-School Health Forum 2025: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5_RRRMS_HU 

• COVID Safety for Schools: 
https://youtube.com/watch?feature=shared&v=7q5CDiCXn7E 

• The TODAY Show is tracking vaccinations and transmission, including using the 
PMC dashboard: https://www.today.com/health/coronavirus/covid-2025-summer-
surge-rcna218754  

 
Data Quality 

• Note that the CDC and Biobot made major retroactive upward corrections to the 
estimated levels they reported a week ago, 5% and 31%, respectively. 
Corrections of 1-2% are common, 5% large, and 10% very large and rare. Our 
95% confidence intervals assume retroactive corrections are within 10% for 95% 
of CDC and Biobot real-time estimates. With the extreme volatility, expect PMC 
estimates to bounce around more than usual as real-time data come in and are 
later corrected.  
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Transmission is High or Very High in the majority of states, 
including 27 states and D.C. Transmission is shifting from the 
South and West toward other regions. The data underlying this map 
are a week old, and levels have likely already peaked in several 
states.  
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The U.S. is experiencing an 11th COVID wave as vaccines are 
being restricted. Estimated new daily infections exceeded 1.2 
million on Saturday, September 6, the last date with real-time data. 
With the retroactive corrections from the CDC and Biobot, we now 
estimate a peak at 1.3 million on Saturday, September 13.  
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New daily infections are flat at around 1.2 to 1.3 million, with 
new weekly infections at approximately 9 million. The week’s 
infections are expected to result in up to 4,200 excess 
deaths. We are submitting a manuscript on U.S. excess 
deaths this week. 
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Current transmission (red) has closely tracked that of year 4 
(yellow). Data through September 6th are shown. If 
transmission drops sharply, like in year 4, September 6th 
would be the peak. Otherwise, we would have the latest U.S. 
summer peak so far.    
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Last week we noted the following as a plausible scenario. “A 
very large retroactive correction could shoot the peak 
substantially higher.” In fact, transmission was retroactively 
corrected upward, and that creates more uncertainty about 
the timing of the peak between the 6th and 13th.  
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The central projection for the current forecast appears to 
show a plateau heading into a gradual decline in 
transmission. However, it is best to consider this as an 
average scenario that must account for both a sudden drop 
as well as the possibility of continued increases.  
 
Scenario #1: Peak on September 6 (approximately 40% 
chance). This would be similar to year 4 (see year-over-year 
graph), with a sharp, pointed peak. The peak would be 
estimated at approximately 1.25 million new daily infections.  
 
Scenario #2: Peak on September 13 or late (approximately 
60% chance). This would more resemble years 3 and 5, 
where transmission came down more gradually. The peak 
would be estimated at approximately 1.30 million new daily 
infections.  
 
The truth may be somewhere in between, but the data only 
update weekly, so that level of precision is rarely possible. 
More importantly, transmission varies considerably 
regionally, so track local data closely.  
 
Finally, note that significant transmission occurs post-peak, 
so ongoing multi-layered mitigation remains key. We 
advocate for national policy to increase vaccine eligibility and 
access across the nation, not merely in select states. Dr. H. 
has volunteered to speak at ACIP, and if selected through 
the lottery system, will focus comments on ongoing and 
long-term excess mortality.  
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A separate document called a Technical Appendix appears on the dashboard 
page and has more methodologic info. Search for key answers there first, and 
then send a public comment tagging Dr. H. on Twitter if further help is needed.  


