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Announcements 
 
Data Quality 

• The CDC (80% model weight) and Biobot (20% model weight) both reported this 
week.  

• Expect the CDC to restandardize their wastewater data on April 3 or 10 as a part 
of a twice annual process to provide their best estimates for longitudinal 
comparability. This may cause minor or major retroactive corrections to estimates 
for the the past two waves and the current lull.  
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Aside from West Virginia (Very High), Maryland (Moderate), 
Mississippi (Moderate), and Wyoming (Moderate), all other states 
are in the CDC Low or Very Low transmission categories. It is 
unlikely that places already with Very Low transmission will get 
markedly lower, which is useful information for those planning to 
time medical and dental appointments that carry exposure risks.  

 



March 30, 2026  Pandemic Mitigation Collaborative (PMC) Model 4 
 

 

  



March 30, 2026  Pandemic Mitigation Collaborative (PMC) Model 5 
 

 

Note that while Puerto Rico provides qualitative estimates, useful 
for the heat map, quantitative levels do not appear to be reported 
publicly with precision.  
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Notice that current levels are at their lowest in the past year, and 
potentially their lowest since the summer of 2023, though such 
subtleties are prone to retroactive correction. Absolute risk of 
infection remains high, while relative risk compared to the past 6 
years is low.  
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During this relative “lull,” an estimated 2.1 million Americans 
are getting infected per week, resulting in significant 
morbidity and 500-900 eventual excess deaths.  
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In a room of 25 people representative of the U.S. population, 
there would be a 1-in-7 chance of an exposure if there were 
no testing and isolation protocols.  
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Current transmission is very low relative to the past 100 
days, past year, and overall time span since pandemic 
onset.     
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Notice that transmission is estimated to be lower than any of 
the past 4 years heading into April. The caveat is that CDC 
retroactive corrections are coming soon.  
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COVID-19 levels have fallen rapidly. Transmission remains 
high in the absolute sense during “lulls,” but we are headed 
into a relatively lower risk situation at the national level.   
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A separate document called a Technical Appendix appears on the dashboard 
page and has more methodologic info. Search for key answers there first, and 
then send a public comment tagging Dr. H. on Twitter if further help is needed.  


