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Announcements 
News 

• We’ve launched “Wave 2” of our Dashboard Survey (Closes Feb 17). If you 
have not completed it in 2026, please do so! We ran an earlier version last winter 
(2024-25). The survey allows us to 1) document the precautions people continue 
to use, 2) gain feedback to improve the dashboard, and 3) gain feedback to 
guide future research grant submissions to gain PPE funding for people with 
cancer, other serious conditions, or in need and build knowledge to improve real-
world public health. We will hold a community town hall, likely on Wednesday, 
March 11 (the 6th anniversary of the pandemic onset) to discuss the key findings. 
Please share the survey with anyone who uses the PMC dashboard via the 
website or informally through social media graphics. Link: 
https://tinyurl.com/pmc2026 
 

• We have provided a 1-hour summary of the state of COVID-19 intended for 
college audiences who may be unfamiliar with the data, news, and published 
literature. Link: https://www.veed.io/view/d545fed7-ef78-4be4-887e-
c42eec8249ef 
 

• We will have a new empirical article published on February 24 in a top medical 
journal.  
  

 
Data Quality 

• The CDC (80% model weight) and Biobot (20% model weight) both reported this 
week. Some states still have low-quality reporting, but it is much better than the 
past month.  
 

 

https://tinyurl.com/pmc2026
https://www.veed.io/view/d545fed7-ef78-4be4-887e-c42eec8249ef
https://www.veed.io/view/d545fed7-ef78-4be4-887e-c42eec8249ef
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The 12th COVID wave in the U.S. peaked on January 3 with 
ongoing high transmission, particularly with churning transmission 
following the back-to-school phase. Levels are highest in the 
Midwest and quadrupled in Minnesota, which had avoided the 
regional surge until now.  
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Note that while Puerto Rico provides qualitative estimates, useful 
for the heat map, quantitative levels do not appear to be reported 
publicly.  
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Notice that ongoing transmission remains high during the back end 
of the current (12th) wave. Transmission is declining very slowly.  
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The U.S. continues to see an estimated ≈700,000 new daily 
infections amid slow declines in transmission. Weekly 
excess deaths remain near 2,000.  
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In a room of 25 people representative of the U.S. population, 
there would be a 30% chance of an exposure if there were 
no testing and isolation protocols.  
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If one were to line up all days since the pandemic onset, it 
would be a coin toss whether today’s transmission would be 
higher or lower than a randomly selected day. The COVID-
19 pandemic persists.    
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As with the past 3 years, late January and early February 
transmission has percolated, rather than declined steeply.  
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Transmission is anticipated to continue to decline slowly 
heading into late February.  
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A separate document called a Technical Appendix appears on the dashboard 
page and has more methodologic info. Search for key answers there first, and 
then send a public comment tagging Dr. H. on Twitter if further help is needed.  


