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Announcements 
 
Local Updates 

• The website leads with New Orleans-specific data from July 20-31, in support of 
the local COVID Competent day camp. 

 
Data Quality 

• The CDC (80% model weight) reported this week. Biobot (20% model weight) 
also reported. The CDC data are flat, whereas the Biobot data show increased 
transmission.  
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The US has 10 hot spots. There are major outbreaks across much 
of Texas (high/very high). Houston, denoted by the light blue county 
in the southeast (Harris) has 1-2 week reporting lags so may be 
worse than noted. Hardin county, two counties over to the 
east/northeast, has BA.1 Omicron-level transmission. The Texas 
surge is bleeding into estimates for western Louisiana.  
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The Guam surge persists, and there are 8 other outbreaks: the Bay 
Area of California (Alameda, high); northeastern Nevada (Washoe, 
high); southeast Idaho (Bannock, very high); northern/western 
Colorado (Mesa to Routt, high/very high); central Kansas (Reno, 
high); north central Kentucky (Jefferson to Fayette, high/very high); 
southern South Carolina (Jasper, high); and Hawai’I (Kauai, very 
high). The Kauai outbreak is similar to BA.1 Omicron-level 
transmission. 
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These estimates are volatile and may be corrected 
significantly upward or downward.  
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The CDC update on Friday, July 24, will provide the most definitive 
data on whether we are headed into a “typical” wave or not. The flat 
levels reported in the most recent update are encouraging. 
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A separate document called a Technical Appendix appears on the dashboard 
page and has more methodologic info. Search for key answers there first, and 
then send a public comment tagging Dr. H. on Twitter if further help is needed.  


